Name ______________________________________
Date ___________
Period _______
"The Bet"  by  Anton Chekhov…(Pg 209)- Russia
Vocabulary:  
Use text definition to summarize each meaning ON THIS SHEET.



Use the words in an original writing to demonstrate your understanding.




You may write a paragraph or individual sentences. Underline the words or




use a hi-lighter. Turn it in on a SEPERATE SHEET OF PAPER.

1. compulsory (adj) 
 ________________________________________________________________




 ________________________________________________________________

2. Caprice (n)

________________________________________________________________




________________________________________________________________

3. Audible (adj)

________________________________________________________________




________________________________________________________________

4. Zealously (adv)
________________________________________________________________




________________________________________________________________

5. Indiscriminately (adv) _______________________________________________________________












________________________________________________________________

6. Etheral (adj)

________________________________________________________________




________________________________________________________________

7. Cleaving (v)

________________________________________________________________




________________________________________________________________

8. illusory (adj)

________________________________________________________________




________________________________________________________________

9. renounce (v)

________________________________________________________________




________________________________________________________________

10. posterity (n)
________________________________________________________________




________________________________________________________________

CLOSE READING: 

Life on Death Row
Prison allows reporter to tour blocks where killers awaiting execution are held in solitary confinement, sometimes for decades
August 04, 2012|By Riley Yates, Of The Morning Call
WAYNESBURG, Greene County — — Silence.

It is the first thing you notice on Pennsylvania's largest death row, at the State Correctional Institute Greene, where 157 of the state's most notorious killers spend their days.

They are condemned men who murdered cops, children and even entire families. Violent men whose crimes cause you to lock your doors at night or think twice before letting your kids out to play. Men once feared in the worlds they inhabited.

But here, locked away in solitary confinement 22 hours a day, they look aged, bored, and starved for human contact. Their lives are restricted to a 7-by-12-foot cell, with cages awaiting them every time they go to exercise or to the library to research their seemingly never-ending legal appeals.

At noon, some are still in bed, sheets over heads blocking out the lights that burn at all hours. Others stare blankly at televisions, or through narrow windows with views of the concrete prison walls. A few jog the length of their cells — three paces up, three paces back.

A Morning Call reporter visited SCI Greene on July 18, the first time the Department of Corrections allowed a member of the news media extensive access to Greene's death row, which holds three-quarters of the state's 203 inmates sentenced to die by lethal injection.

The tour offered a look at the bleak living conditions of those slated to receive the ultimate punishment, one that Pennsylvania has not carried out against an unwilling inmate in half a century. Though no photography was permitted, the tour still provided snapshots of the hard life of solitary confinement.
It is an existence that can stretch years, if not decades, given a de facto moratorium on executions in the state due to an exhaustive appellate process. For critics of the death penalty, it is a cruel and unusual punishment, considering the psychological trauma that long periods of isolation can bring.

The super-maximum security prison opened here in Pennsylvania in late 1993. Greene's 720 employees oversee 1,750 inmates in 11 blocks, two of which — L and G — hold death-row prisoners.

'I'm loved by some'
Junius Burno has been at Greene for five years, sentenced to die for killing Carlos Juarbe and Oscar Rosado during a botched robbery at a S. Fourth Street apartment in Allentown in 2003.

Life as a condemned man is "terrible," Burno said. He eats alone, exercises in a cage and is separated by a plate of glass from his wife and children whenever they visit.

"I'm sane. I have all my faculties," said Burno, 44, of Lansford. "I'm loved by some people."

Like others on death row, Burno hopes to one day get off it. In 2009, he was granted a new trial by Lehigh County Judge Edward Reibman, who found the prosecutor had improperly swayed the jury through "highly prejudicial" comments, a decision on appeal at the state Supreme Court.

Until then, Burno said he gets through life as "best I can," but there is no escaping the monotony.

"What do I do, other than eat and sleep?" Burno asked, thinking it over. Watch TV, he answered, and do legal research.

Prison officials defended the conditions, saying they aren't as harsh and prisoners aren't as isolated as many believe. The officials said they are not invested in the death penalty, calling it a state policy that, if changed, they would adjust to.

They also noted that holding death-row prisoners is expensive and staff-intensive. According to estimates by the Department of Corrections, every capital inmate adds $10,000 in yearly costs to the average prisoner's $33,000 annual price tag.

"If they said let them out [of solitary confinement] tomorrow, we'd let them out tomorrow," Deputy Superintendent Mark Capozza said.

The prison has a decorated superintendent in Louis Folino, who last year was named the warden of the year by the North American Association of Wardens and Superintendents. Folino, who wouldn't say whether he supports capital punishment, said inmates and staff are both aware that there is a de facto moratorium on executions in Pennsylvania.

"It changes the way we regard them and how they regard us," Folino said. "When the execution order comes down, there isn't this panic or this intense fear. The stay [of execution] soon follows."

The morale and atmosphere, Folino said, "is about as positive as you can get."

Of course, that is a relative statement.

'Not the place' to live
Jerry Chambers just wanted to talk about Allentown, where the 40-year-old inmate said he lived on and off most of his life.

"Ever been out to that duck pond on Hamilton Street?" he asked.

Ever been to Dorney Park? How about Whitehall?

Chambers, described in court records as a violent drug addict, was sentenced to death in 2005 for killing 3-year-old Porchia Bennett, whom he threw against a radiator in the squalid south Philadelphia apartment the child and her sisters shared with Chambers and their aunt. Wedged between the bed, the radiator and a wall, Porchia slowly suffocated.
1. Hi-light the phrase  "It is an existence that can stretch years…". 


a. What can you infer from the narrator's use of this expression?.


 b. Use your pen to point out areas in the text that support your 
inferences. Label them 1b.

2. What does the narrator learn of solitary confinement? Use your pen to point out areas in the text that support your answer. Label them 2.

3. In your own words, summarize or explain the consequences of ones actions. Write your answer in the margin near this paragraph.

4. The topic of "The Bet" and "Life on Death Row" is accepting your fate.


a.  Cite textual examples of excepting your fate in the text. 



You may label them 4a.


b.  What is the author's tone (attitude) toward accepting your fate?



Use textual proofs to prove your statement true.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Real world Application:

Maine’s prison system PBS documentary on Solitary Confinement

http://www.mpbn.net/Home/tabid/36/ctl/ViewItem/mid/5347/ItemId/33340/Default.aspx
Capital Punishment Documentary
http://www.mirror.co.uk/tv/tv-news/bbc-three-explores-reality-capital-3253615
